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MACCLESFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ROBERT  PROUDFOOT, 

M.D.,  C.M.,  Edin.,  Viet. 

For  the  Year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Macclesfield 

Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Report  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Rural  District  of 
Macclesfield  for  the  year  1920. 

THE  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  DISTRICT. 

Area  and  Population  The  Rural  District  of  Macclesfield 
is  situated  in  the  East  of  the  County  of  Chester,  and  adjoins 
Derbyshire  on  the  East  and  Staffordshire  on  the  South  East 
and  South.  It  consists  of  79,495  acres  and  surrounds  the 
Borough  of  Macclesfield  and  the  Urban  District  of  Boliington, 
its  diameter  being  about  15  miles.  It  is  largely  drained  by  the 
Rivers  Bollin  and  Dean  which  run  through  it  in  a  northerly 
direction,  and  by  the  Goyt  and  the  Dane  which  respectively 
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form  part  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  boundaries.  The  Dis¬ 
trict  is  divided  naturally  into  a  hilly  eastern  portion  and  a  low¬ 
land  western  portion,  the  division  corresponding  with  a 
geological  4 ‘fault”  running  almost  direct  north  and  south 
through  the  district  in  a  line  indicated  fairly  accurately  by  the 
direction  taken  by  the  Great  Central  and  the  North  Stafford 
Railways.  East  of  this  fracture,  the  physical  features  contrast 
very  strongly  with  those  of  the  western  aspect  On  the  eastern 
side  are  lofty  hills  rising  nearly  1,800  feet  above  the  sea  level, 
and  in  many  parts  consisting  of  barren  moorlands  suitable 
only  for  grazing ;  while  on  the  west  the  district  is  well  wooded 
and  capable  of  being  highly  cultivated.  The  London  and 
North  Western,  the  North  Stafford,  and  the  Great  Central 
Railways  traverse  the  district,  as  also  does  the  Macclesfield 
Canal. 


The  Rural  District  consists  of  thirty-seven  townships 
which  are  grouped  into  five  Registration  Sub-districts  as 
follows : — 

1 .  Alderley  having  an  area  of  18,600  acres  and  comprising 
the  Townships  of  Nether  Alderley,  Over  Alderley,  Birtles, 
Capesthorne,  Chelford,  Chorley,  Snelson,  Great  Warford, 
Lower  Withington,  and  Old  Withington. 

2.  Bolling  ton  with  an  area  of  7,017  acres  and  including 
Hurdsfield,  Lyme  Handley,  Pott  Shrigley  and  Tytherington. 

8.  Gciivsivorth  which  has  an  area  of  80,937  acres  and 
includes  the  Townships  of  Bosley,  Eaton,  Gawsworth,  Hen- 
bury,  Marton,  North  Rode,  Siddington,  Sutton,  Wildboar- 
clough  and  Wincle. 

4.  Prestbury  with  an  area  of  13,667  acres  includes* 
Adlington,  Butley,  Fallibroome,  Mottram-St. -Andrew,  Newton, 
Poyn ton -with -Worth,  Prestbury,  Upton  and  Woodford. 
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5.  Rainow  having  an  area  of  14,724  acres  and  comprising 
the  Townships  of  Kettleshulme,  Macclesfield  Forest,  Rainow, 
and  Taxal. 


The  population  of  the  district  at  the  last  Census  of  1911 


wTas  16,229  and  the  estimate  of  the  population  in  1920  by  the 
Registrar  General  is 


For  Birth  Rate 
For  Death  Rate 


The  great  majority  of  the  population  are  engaged 
in  dairy  farming,  the  larger  portion  of  the  milk  produced 
being  supplied  to  the  neighbouring  towns  and  to  Manchester, 
while  the  remainder  is  manufactured  into  Cheshire  cheese.  The 
other  principal  industries  are  quarrying,  coal-mining,  and  silk 
printing.  Some  of  the  male  inhabitants  find  employment  in 
adjacent  districts  as  calico  printers  and  cotton  spinners,  a  few 
of  the  women  being  engaged  in  felt  hat  trimming  and  the 
making  of  blouses  and  shirts. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  any  of  these  occupations  has  a 
deleterious  effect  upon  the  health  of  those  employed. 

Vital  Statistics. — Tables  are  appended  showing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Births  and  Deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  district 
during  1920.  I  give  both  the  figures  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Registrars  of  the  various  sub-districts,  and  also  those  issued  by 
the  Registrar  General.  As  will  be  seen,  many  apparent  dis¬ 
crepancies  occur  between  the  two  sets  of  figures,  which  are 
explained  by  the  Registrar  General  in  a  memorandum,  as  due 
to  the  fact  that  “the  numbers  of  Births  and  Deaths  are  those 
registered  duringthe  calendar  year,  and  are  corrected  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  —  they  will  differ,  therefore,  from  uncor¬ 
rected  figures  compiled  locally,  either  for  the  calendar  year  or 
for  a  period  of  fifty-two  or  fifty-three  weeks.”  He  also  explains 
that  “  the  classification  of  some  Deaths  is  modified  in  the  light 
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of  fuller  information  obtained  from  the  Certifying  Practitioner 
in  response  to  special  enquiries.”  This  will  account  for  various 
differences  to  be  noted  in  the  Tables. 

Births, — The  total  Births  notified  to  me  by  the  Registrars 
during  1920,  are  :  Males,  146,  and  Females,  169— -Total  815 — 
while  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  are:  Males,  158,  and 
Females,  F9,  the  total  being  822,  or  7  more  than  the  numbers 
obtained  locally.  The  Registrars  have  notified  14  Illegitimate 
Births,  while  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  show  18. 


The  Births  registered  in  the  various  sub-districts  were  as 
follows  :  — 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 
Males  Females  Males  Females  Total 


Alderley 

...  24 

27 

0 

1 

52 

Bollington  . . . 

...  18 

16 

0 

3 

82 

Gawsworth  ... 

...  36 

58 

4 

1 

94 

Prestbury 

...  44 

48 

0 

8 

95 

Rainow 

...  24 

16 

1 

1 

42 

Totals 

141 

160 

5 

9 

815 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  district  is  19*72— an  increase  of 
6*60  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  1919 — the  total  Births  last 
year  being  210.  The  chief  increase  occurred  in  Gawsworth, 
where  the  numbers  are  more  than  doubled. 

Deaths . — The  gross  total  number  of  Deaths  registered 
within  the  district  during  1920  amounted  to  149,  from  which 
have  to  be  deducted  8  Deaths  of  non-residents,  and  to  which  41 
Deaths  of  residents — not  registered  in  the  district — have  to  be 
added,  thus  giving  a  total  nett  number  of  the  Deaths  of  all  ages 
for  the  year,  of  182  :  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  being  185. 
The  Death  Rate  calculated  upon  an  estimated  population  of 
15,794,  is  11  89,  which  is  again  a  decrease  on  last  year’s  rate. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  Tables,  Cancer  is  responsible  for 
19  deaths,  an  increase  upon  last  year’s  figures. 

Eleven  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Two  of  these,  however,  were  cases  that  had  been  a  very  short 
time  in  the  district,  one,  indeed-— a  case  from  Macclesfield — -had 
only  resided  in  the  area  a  few  weeks  at  the  time  of  death. 

Organic  Heart  Disease  is  again  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  death,  85  deaths  being  attributed  to  this  disease.  It  will  be 
noted  from  the  Tables  that  23  of  these  were  65  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  so  that  the  shortening  of  life  from  this  cause 
cannot  have  been  very  great. 

Two  deaths  took  place  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  and 
were  fully  reported  upon  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the  time 
of  their  occurrence. 

Twenty-two  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  one 
year,  10  of  these  being  in  infants  under  one  week  old. 
The  principal  cause  of  death  in  these  cases  was  Premature 
Birth  or  Congenital  Debility,  or  Malformation.  One  death  of 
an  illegitimate  child  occurred.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  district 
per  1,000  children  born,  is  69f84. 

Inquests. — During  the  year  21  inquests  were  held  in  the 
district,  6  of  these  being  upon  non-residents.  The  verdicts 


were  as  follows 

1.  Bronchitis...... . . . 1 

2.  Burns... . .  .  . .  1 

3.  Cellulitis.. . 1 

4.  Chronic  Brights  Disease  . . . .  1 

5.  Embolism.... . . . . . .  1 

6.  Heart  Disease  . . .  6 

7.  Injuries. .  7 

8.  Suicide...  .  3 


8 


S  A  NIT  ART  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water — As  might  be' expected  in  a  Rural  District  which 
comprises  villages,  isolated  farmhouses  and  scattered  cottages, 
the  sources  of  the  water  supplies  -are  varied.  Some  parts  of 
the  area  adjoining  Urban  Districts  with  water  undertakings, 
are  supplied  from  these.  Thus  parts  of  Poynton,  Chorley, 
Great  Warford  and  Woodford  are  directly  supplied  by  the 
Stockport  Corporation ;  Upton,  Prestbury,  Tytherington,  Butley 
and  Adlington,  obtain  water  from  the  Macclesfield  Corportion 
under  Section  61  of  the  P  H. A.,  1875  ;  water  is  conveyed  to 
Eaton  from  Buglawton  Urban  District  Council  Waterworks, 
and  Bollington  Urban  District  Council  supply  11  houses  in 
Rainow,  2  in  Tytherington,  and  1  Butley. 

Taxal  is  supplied  from  this  Council’s  water  undertaking: 
Approximately  850  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from 
these  sources. 

Other  parts  of  the  district  are  provided  with  water  from 
supplies  privately  owned.  In  this  way  580  houses  in  Poynton 
receive  water  from  Lord  Vernon’s  waterworks ;  80  houses  in 
Hurdsfield  from  Col.  Brocklehursts  waterworks  ;  95  in  Rainow 
from  Mr.  Allen’s,  and  104  houses  in  Sutton  from  that  of  Mr. 
Whiston. 

In  the  more  rural  portions  a  large  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  is  dependent  for  its  water  supply  upon  springs  and 
shallow  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  their  houses. 

During  the  year  eight  samples  of  water  were  examined 
chemically,  and  two  bacteriologically. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Defects  in  this  respect  are 
noted  in  the  Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  appended  to 
this  Report. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage . — Tho  disposal  of  sewage  is  carried 
out  by  means  of  undertakings  belonging  to  the  Council  or  to 
neighbouring  authorities,  or  more  generally  by  domestic 
arrangement  in  the  case  of  isolated  dwellings. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  approximately  3,500 
closets  in  the  district,  by  far  the  most  common  type  of  which 
is  the  combined  privy-ashpit.  Of  these  it  is  estimated  there 
are  2,916,  the  remainder  being  water-closets  880,  and  pail- 

closets  260. 

Scavenging. — No  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the 
removal  of  house-refuse,  or  the  cleansing  of  earth -closets, 
privies,  cesspools,  &c.,  this  work  being  chiefly  carried  out  by 
tbe  occupier  at  irregular  intervals.  Public  tips  are  provided  in 
five  townships. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — Systematic  inspections 
of  the  district  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and 
appended  is  a  Tabular  Statement  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of 
the  number  and  the  nature  of  the  inspections  made  by  him 

Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye-laws  or 
Regulations. — There  are  no  Registered  Common  Lodging 
Houses  or  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  in  the  district.  Three  sets 
of  premises  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  on  offensive  trades  : 
(1)  That  in  the  Township  of  Gawsworth  which  has  long  been 
in  use  as  a  Knacker’s  Yard  and  for  bone  boiling  ;  ( 2 )  a  similar 
establishment  in  the  Township  of  Sutton;  and  (3)  a  gut- 
scraping  establishment  in  the  Township  of  Tytherington. 
The  premises  have  been  frequently  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  by  myself,  but  nothing  has  been  noted  to  justify 
any  active  steps  being  taken. 
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FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply.— The  supervision  of  Dairies  and  Cow- 
sheds  has  been  diligently  performed,  and  284  visits  to  these 
been  made  during  the  yean  Four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the 
udder  in  cows  were  detected  in  the  district  by  the  Manchester 
Health  Authorities.  In  each  case  the  cow  was  slaughtered, 
and  where  defects  in  the  cowsheds  were  found,  the  owners  were 
required  to  have  the  necessary  work  carried  out. 


(b)  Other  Foods. —Systematic  inspections  are  made  of 
the  premises  of  Cheese  and  Butter  producers,  and  of  Bake¬ 
houses  and  Slaughter-houses.  These  have  been  found  satis¬ 
factory. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  generally.  During  the  past  year  111 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  noted.  These  were  as 
follows : — ■ 


Diphtheria  . . . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Enteric  Fever.............. 

Erysipelas  . . 

Malaria  .................... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia ................. 

Puerperal  Fever . . 

Scarlet  Fever.............. 

Tuberculosis  [all  forms] 


87 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

8 

4 

36 

16 


cases 

?♦ 


it 


Total 


♦  *  * 


111  cases 
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Below  shows  incidence  of  (l)  Diphtheria  (2)  Scarlet  Fever 
occurring  in  the  various  townships* 

(1)  DIPHTHERIA, 


Township. 
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Township 
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The  figures  indicate  a  great  in-crease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  notified  during  1920  as  compared  with  last 
year — the  chief  increases  being :  Diphtheria  from  12  to  37 
cases;  Scarlet  Fever  from  16  to  36  cases ;  and  Tuberculosis 
from  10  to  16  cases.  In  regard  to  these  Rainow  was  the  chief 
sufferer — 12  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurring  in  this  township,  the 
outbreak  being  confined  mainly  to  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  mild  and  unrecognised  cases 
were  the  cause  of  this  outbreak,  the  majority  of  the  cases 
occurring  in  one  school,  following  upon  attacks  of  ‘  sorethroat.’ 
Fourteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  Township  of 
Gawsworth — the  primary  cases  occurring  in  children  attending 
school.  In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  majority 
of  the  cases  among  scholars  arose  a  few  days  after  some  New 
Year  festivities  in  the  school  building. 

Tuberculosis, —Sixteen  primary  notifications  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  received  during  1920— fourteen  of  these  being  by 
Medical  Practitioners,  and  two  by  Medical  Officers  of  Sanatoria. 
One  of  these  cases  was  non-pulmonary. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  The  Staff  concerned  in  the  Public  Health  administra¬ 
tion  consist  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  who  supervises  the  Council’s  Water  Undertakings  and 
Waterworks,  and  the  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ;  and 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  who  carries  out  the  duties  as  defined 
in  the  Local  Government  Board’s  General  Order,  December, 
1910,  and  those  of  Inspector  of  Housing,  etc. 

2.  The  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Infectious 
Diseases  consists  of  : — (a)  14  beds  at  the  Macclesfield  Cor¬ 
poration  Isolation  Hospital  for  ordinary  cases,  and  (b)  2  beds 
in  the  Hyde  Corporation  Smallpox  Hospital  for  cases  of  this 
disease,  with  further  provision  if  necessary. 
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8.  During  the  year  45  specimens  were  submitted  to  the 
Clinical  Research  Association,  under  the  provisions  made  by 
this  District  Council.  These  comprised  ]  specimen  examined 
for  Bacillus  Typhosus,  the  result  being  negative ;  8  specimens 
of  sputum,  4  of  these  being  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli ; 
and  3d  Throat  Swabs,  11  of  which  contained  the  Bacilli  of 
Diphtheria. 

HOUSING. 


I.  General  Housing  Conditions  of  the  District. — There 
are  estimated  to  be  3,700  houses  within  the  district,  of  which 
8,230  are  working-class  dwellings.  The  shortage  of  houses  for 
the  working  classes  has  been  estimated  to  be  150,  and  to  meet 
this  deficiency,  16  houses  are  in  process  of  erection  in  Poynton, 
and  plans  and  lay-outs  are  under  consideration  for  20  new 
houses  in  Rainow  and  Gawsworth. 

II.  Overcrowding. — No  marked  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  met  with  during  the  year.  Such  cases  usually  occur 
among  the  mining  community,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  houses 
now  in  process  of  erection  will  go  far  to  remedy  this  condition. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. — Throughout  the  district  a 
reasonable  standard  of  housing  is  maintained.  The  defects 
noted  on  inspection  are  considered  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  which  is  herewith  appended  One  of  the  difficulties 
met  with  in  bringing  pressure  upon  owners  to  remedy  defects, 
is  that  in  at  least  one  instance  the  landlord  is  prepared  to 
submit  to  a  closing  order  for  the  house  in  question.  The  out¬ 
come  of  this  would  be  that  the  present  occupier  would  be  dis¬ 
possessed,  and  the  owner  would  then  be  in  the  position  to 
improve  dwelling  and  let  it  at  an  enhanced  rental. 
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IV.  No  unhealthy  areas  exist  within  the  district. 

V.  Appendices  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  are 
attached  to  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EGBERT  PROUDFOOT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area  of  District,  79,495.  Total  Population  of  all  ages  . . . 16629  1  At  Census 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses...............  8700  >  of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  4  49  J  1911. 


TABLE  II. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  of  Death  during  the  Year  1920. 


Causes  op  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  2 

2  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

All  Causes  .....  .................. 

182 

22 

1 

3 

4 

9 

18 

43 

82 

Enteric  Fever  .... .... .............. . 

1 

a  a  o 

«  9 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ............  ........... 

1 

o  • 

1 

,  ,  , 

0  O  0 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  ......................  .... 

3 

•  •  0  • 

2 

1 

a  •  o 

•  a  • 

a  a  • 

•  a  a 

Influenza... .................. ...  .  . 

2 

1 

•  o  o 

a  a  a 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ......... 

11 

•  •  0 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases.. _ 

2 

1 

a  a  a 

1 

O  a 

a  a  a 

Cancer  ............  ...  .  ...  . 

19 

»  a  • 

1 

11 

7 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ......  .... 

35 

i 

2 

1 

8 

23 

Bronchitis  . .  .....  .............. 

12 

2 

a  a  a 

1 

1 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  .......... 

\  5 

1 

a  a  o 

1 

•  0  0 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...... 

3 

e  o  • 

a  o  o 

.  a  a 

•  e  0 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  ........................ 

2 

«  o  « 

•V  • 

«  a  • 

1 

1 

a  a  « 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ............ ...... 

1 

c  • 

•  a  a 

1 

Nephritis  .............  ............... 

4 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

•  • 

3 

1 

P  uerperal  Fever ..................... 

2 

a  a  a 

o  a  o 

«  a  a 

2 

a  a  » 

a  a  a 

Premature  Birth  or  Congenital 
Debility  ........................ 

11 

11 

a  •  • 

a  a  a 

Violence  (apart  from  suicide)  ... 

9 

o  a  e 

•  a  a 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Suicide  .....................  ........ 

2 

#  .  « 

A. 

1 

a  a  a 

1 

.. 

Other  Defined  Diseases......  ..... 

52 

7 

1 

i 

4 

3 

8 

28 

Diseases  ill-defined  ............... 

5 

a.e 

a  a  • 

a  9  o 

... 

a  a  a 

a  a  • 

5 

Totals..................... 

182 

22 

1 

3 

4 

9 

18 

43 

82 

1.7 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Macclesfield  Rural  District  for  1920. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

t  »  t 

Males 

100 

Females 

85 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

«  •  V 

o  »  • 

1 

*09 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  « 

0  9  0 

•  •  e 

1 

Diphtheria  and  croup  .. 

©  •  0 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Influenza 

•  0  9 

•  1  * 

2 

0  ©  ® 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1  »  « 

•  •  * 

5 

6 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

9  *  • 

•  •  © 

o 

•eat 

•  99 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

•  «  o 

•  99 

10 

n 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

22 

ii 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  99 

1 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

a  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

4  •  C 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  9 

2 

0  9  9 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•  •  • 

o  •  » 

♦  •  • 

l 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  «  * 

9  9  9 

2 

Congenital  Debility 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

§ 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

,  ,  , 

*99 

4 

2 

Suicide  ... 

•  a  • 

•  0  9 

2 

9  9  9 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

*  •  « 

9  4  9 

33 

81 

Causes  ilhdefined  or  unknown 

9  9  9 

1 

9  9  € 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

*  *  * 

a  a  • 

•  99 

2 

Totals 

«  *  • 

100 

85 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of 
T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

age  : 

•  •  e 

12 

10 

Illegitimate 

•  •  « 

9*9 

1 

1 

Total  Births  ... 

•  *  • 

•  99 

153 

169 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

9*9 

147 

157 

Illegitimate 

M  * 

•  «  6 

6 

12 

Population  (For  Births  and  Deaths) 


«  «  » 


15,974 


18 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


TABULAR  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

DURING  1920. 


Name  of  Disirict-— Macclesfield  Rural. 

I. — WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  Have  any  extensions  been  carried  out  during  1920  ? 

If  so,  please  append  brief  note  . . . .  No 

2.  Number  of  Samples  analysed  during  1920 

Chemically,  8.  Racteriologicaily,  2. 

8.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  district  still 

without  a  proper  supply  of  water  ?  . .  No 

II.— SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

1.  Specify  any  new  works  of  sewerage  carried  out 

during  1920.......................  . . .  None 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  district  still 

without  a  proper  system  of  sewers  ? .  None 

3.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  to  your  knowledge 

during  1920  as  to  the  disposal  works  ? . .  No 

4.  Have  any  alterations  or  extensions  taken  place  to 

your  knowledge  in  the  disposal  works  during  1920  ?  No 

III.— HOUSING. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1920  : — 

Permanent,  he.,  Brick  7.  Temporary  (Wood)  4. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec.  17 

Act  of  1909  . .  544 

8.  Number  of  such  houses  considered  unfit  for 

habitation  . . . .  None 

4.  Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority  None 

5.  Number  of  closing  orders  made  by  Local  Authority  None 

6.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  without 

cl osng  orders  being  made  . . .  99 

\ 
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7.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  without 

closing  orders  being  made  .  None 

8.  Estimated  or  ascertained  number  of  houses  within 

limits  of  rent  in  s.  14  of  Act  of  1909  . .  8280 

9.  Number  of  such  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice 

was  served  during  1920  .  .  105 

10.  Number  of  such  houses  closed  after  notice .  None 

11.  Number  of  such  houses  where  Local  Authority  has 

executed  necessary  repairs,  &c.. . .  None 

12.  Approximate  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in 

district . . . . . . . . .  None 

13.  Approximate  number  of  cellar  dwellings  in  district  None 

14.  What  number  of  dwelling-houses  for  the  working 

classes  has  your  Council  decided  are  required 
under  the  recent  Housing  Act : — 

Originally  150.  As  amended  by  the  Housing 
Commissioner,  186.  At  present  in  course  of 
erection,  16.  Plans  and  lay-out  approved  for 
a  further  20. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  PROUDFOOT. 

2nd  April,  1921. 
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(Signed)  SAM  GARNER. 
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APPENDICES. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  ended  81st  December,  1920. 


I. — GENERAL. 

1.  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  15974 

2.  General  death-rate...  ...  ...  ...  11*89 

3.  Death-  rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  069 

4.  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  69*84 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  3700 

6.  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  3230 


7.  Number  of  new  working  class  houses  erected  ...  None 

IL— -UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I. — ’Inspection. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ....  ...  928 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  544 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  ae  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  None 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  109 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  or 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


99 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing ,  Town 

Planning,  Sfc ,  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  105 

(Informal) 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit — - 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  90 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  de¬ 

fault  of  owners  ...  None 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
winch  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  None 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-hou«es  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied .  ...  ...  11 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied— 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  8 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  de¬ 

fault  of  owners  ...  None 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing , 

Town  Planning ,  §'c.  Act,  19U9. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  None 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  None 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  None 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  None 
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III.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  by  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  I,,  (h),  PartlL,  of  the 
Act  of  1890 

1.  Name  of  Area  ...  ...\ 

2.  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  J 

8.  Number  of  working-class  houses  I  None 
in  Area...  ...  ...  | 

4 .  N umber  of  working-class  persons  I 
to  be  displaced  ...  .../ 

5.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the 

Building  Bye-laws,  erected  with  consent  of 
Local  Authority  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919...  None 

6.  Staff  engaged  on  Housing  Work  with,  briefly,  the 
the  duties  of  each  officer 

At  the  present  time  the  staff  employed  upon  Housing 
Work,  are . — Mr.  Fred  May  who  deals  with  all  legal  matters. 

Mr.  F.  Harrison  who  is  responsible  for  the  Minutes  of 
the  Housing  Committee  and  all  financial  matters. 

Mr.  J.  Thorpe  who  is  concerned  in  the  inspection  of 
all  plans,  and  is  authorised  to  issue  certificates  to  private 
persons  or  bodies  of  persons,  constructing  houses  under  the 
Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919. 

The  Architects  employed  by  the  Council  upon  the 
present  Housing  Scheme,  are  : — 

Poynton  District  ...  ...  Mr.  George  Clayton. 

South-East  District  ...  Mr.  Fred  Fowler. 

West  and  South  -  West 

District  .  Mr.  A.  E.  Bradburn 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  for  the  Year  1920,  for  the  RURAL 
DISTRICT  OF  MACCLESFIELD,  ON  THE 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND 
WORKSHOPS’  ACTS,  1901 . 


L— INSPECTIONS  UNDER  ACTS. 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Factories 

Workshops 


Number  of 
Inspections. 


Number  of 
Notices. 

1 

3 


39 


4 


2. — DEFECTS  OBSERVED  UNDER  ACTS, 


Particulars. 

N  umber 
Found, 

Insufficient  Closet 

Accommodation 

1 

Interior  Walls  requiring 

Cleansing 

3 

Number 

Remedied. 

1 


3 


4 


4 


3.  —  HOME  WORK.  OUTWORKERS’  LISTS  (Sec.  107). 


Nature  of  Number  on 

Name  of  Employer.  Work.  List. 

Messrs.  Christy  &  Co.,  Felt  Hat 

London  Road,  Poynton  Trimming  12 

Messrs.  Jaeger  &  Co.,  Knitting  of 

3n,  King  St.,  Manchester  Hosiery  1 

Mr.  George  Quale,  Wearing 

49,  Hillgate;  Stockport  Apparel  1 


Total  ...  14 


Twenty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  the  above  Outworkers’ 
premises.  No  violation  of  the  Acts  were  observed,  and  no 
Infectious  Disease  was  notified  during  the  year  as  having 
occurred  at  any  of  the  prem  ises. 
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4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


One  additional  workshop  has  been  added  to  the  Register 
during  the  year,  i.e.,  block-cutting,  in  the  Township  of  Sutton, 
making  a  total  of  20,  comprised  as  follows 


Felt  Hat  Trimming  ... 

Bakehouses 

Blacksmith 

Wheelwrights 

Millinery  ..e 

Laundries  ... 

Bootmaking 


Number* 

1 

3 

5 

6 
2 
1 
2 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


19,  King  Edward  Street, 
Macclesfield. 

March,  1921. 

To  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Macclesfield 

Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
administration,  in  your  District,  of  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
Byelaws,  and  Regulations,  in  which  I  have  participated, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1875. 

HOUSING  ACTS.  (INSPECTION  OP  DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS,  1910). 

The  Table  (see  page  20)  prepared  for  the  information 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  summarises  the  work 
carried  out  under  these  Acts.  928  inspections  of  dwelling 
houses  were  made.  105  informal  notices  were  served,  relating 
to  defects  existing  at  182  houses.  On  four  occasions  the 
informal  notices  did  not  bring  satisfactory  results,  and  after 
the  facts  had  been  brought  before  your  Health  Committee, 
statutory  notices  were  authorised  to  be  served. 

102  notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

The  housing  defects  generally  observed,  and  with 
respect  to  which  the  notices  were  served  were — damp  houses 
from  dilapidations,  defective  house  drainage,  and  from  dilapi- 
dated  sanitary  conveniences. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS’ 
ORDERS,  1885-6. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register,  after  correc¬ 
tion,  is  279.  The  visits  made  to  these  places  were  152. 
Structural  alterations  were  carried  out  on  an  extensive  scale 
at  three  of  the  registered  premises,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  at 
twelve  others.  Clealiness  was  usually  satisfactory ;  in  cases 
where  lime-washing  was  necessary,  verbal  explanations  to  the 
occupier  had  the  desired  effect. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1871-81. 

Eight  new  licences  under  these  Acts  have  been  granted 
during  the  year—2  at  Prestbury,  2  at  Chelford,  and  1  each  in 
the  Townships  of  Nether  Alderley,  Poynton,  Old  Withington, 
and  Pott  Shrigley.  One  licence  was  renewed  in  the  Township 
of  Adlington. 

Eighteen  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  the  con¬ 
ditions  as  regards  safe  storage  were  being  observed. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  and  1884. 

Ten  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Eight 
of  these  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  On  two  of 
the  inspected  boats  contraventions  of  the  Acts  were  observed. 
In  the  first  instance  absence  of  certificate  of  registration  ;  and 
in  the  second  case  painting  of  the  boat  required  renewal  and 
after-cabin  was  leaking  at  load-line.  With  regard  to  the  first 
contravention,  this  was  remedied  on  representation  being 
made  to  the  owners,  and  with  regard  to  the  second,  written 
and  verbal  assurance  was  received  from  the  owners  that  the 
matters  would  be  put  in  order,  but  owing  to  the  repairers 
being  unable  to  take  for  the  moment,  the  work  in  hand,  some 
delay  had  been  caused. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  eight  slaughter  houses  on  the  Register, 
situate  as  follows  :  8  in  Poynton,  2  in  Chorley,  one  in  each  in 
Ohelford,  Great  Warfare!,  and  Prestbury.  Twenty-five  visits 
were  made  to  these  premises  which  were  generally  clean  and 
well  kept.  Structural  improvements  were  necessary  at  one 
of  the  slaughter  houses  at  Poynton,  notice  was  given  to  the 
owners,  and  the  matter  was  put  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
local  builders  to  have  the  defects  remedied. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  three  trade  premises  in  your  district  which  are 
classified  under  the  above  heading,  they  are,— The  Bone  and 
Glue  Works,  Gawsworth,  the  Knackers  Yard  in  Sutton  for 
which  the  license  must  be  applied  for  annually,  and  the  GuL 
Scraping  works  in  township  of  Tytherirrgton. 

No  complaints  were  received  with  reference  to  any  of  the 
premises  during  the  year.  Fifteen  visits  were  made.  Apart 
from  the  consequence  and  nature  of  the  trades  the  premises 
were  always  found  clean  and  well  kept. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS,  1901. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  to  the  premises 
throughout  the  District,  under  the  above  Acts  Written  or 
verbal  communications  were  made  to  the  responsible  parties 
where  any  contravention  of  the  Acts  were  observed. 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  past  year 
has  been  *24,  from  the  following  townships: — Poynton  7, 
Wincle  1,  Butley  2,  Mot  tram  St.  Andrew  1,  Henbury  2, 
Chorley  1,  Sutton  2,  Eaton  2,  Taxal  1,  and  Rainow  8. 
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Of  the  complaints  4  were  made  with  reference  to  offensive 
accumulations,  7  drainage,  5  general  housing  defects,  4  sani¬ 
tary  conveniences,  1  pig- keeping  and  1  with  reference  to  the 
sanitary  conveniences  at  a  public  school.  One  complaint 
was  received  with  reference  to  the  contended  nuisance  arising 
from  the  crowing  of  a  cockerel  and  outside  the  provisions  of 
the  Health  Acts. 

The  places  were  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  receipt 
of  complaint.  At  4  of  the  places  complained  of  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  of  nuisance  or  violation  of  Acts  or  Regula¬ 
tions  to  justify  any  action  being  taken.  The  remaining  19 
were  dealt. with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  your  Coun¬ 
cil’s  bye-laws  or  regulations,  in  some  instances  after  orders 
were  issued  by  your  Health  Committee. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H  GARNER. 


